Faith Formation Inventory - Summer 2025

This is a survey of the annual faith formation inventory we will be asking all parishes to
complete. Please take the questionnaire and let me know what changes or corrections (or
additions) you have.

It is a questionnaire that will one day live in your profile so you can change it as you wish. From
the answers, we can build information that could be shared among others in ministry.

NOTE: No answer should be left blank. Please respond with a "0" or "NA" if not applicable.

Early Childhood Ministry

The following questions will focus on Early Childhood Ministry.

Does your parish offer anything for Early Childhood Ministry (between
Baptism and religious education enroliment)?

e Yes
e NO

Please explain what you offer.

Do you offer any programs or support for parents/grandparents?

e Yes
e No

Please explain what you offer.



Are you part of First Witnesses?

e Yes
e NoO

e No, but our parish would like to be
e What is that?

Vacation Bible School

The following questions will address Vacation Bible School (VBS).

Do you offer Vacation Bible School (VBS) in summer?

e Yes
e NoO

What ages can come?

What is the fee per camper?

Is there a different fee for campers who are non-parishioners?

e Yes
e NoO



What is the fee?

Is there a discount for families with multiple children attending?

e Yes
e No

What is this discount?

How many hours does the VBS run per day?

How many weeks does the VBS run?

Are the counselors and teachers trained catechists?

Both are trained catechists

Neither are trained catechists

Teachers are trained catechists, counselors are not

Counselors are trained catechists, teachers are not

Are your teachers paid or volunteers? Are your counselors paid or
volunteers?



How many people are involved to run the VBS in total?

Early Adolescent /| Adolescent Opportunities (grades K-8)

The following questions will address Early Adolescent / Adolescent Opportunities (grades
K-8).

How would you describe your parish’s faith formation of young people?

o Family Faith Formation (separate family meetings)
» Traditional Faith Formation (classroom)
e Other

Please explain.

How are students grouped?

o Age

e Grade
o Mixed
e Other

Please explain.



What texts are used for KINDERGARTEN?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

e RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

¢ Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 1?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

e RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 2?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

o RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

e Dynamic Catholic
e Other



e None

What texts are used for GRADE 3?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

o RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 4?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

e RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 5?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

» RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press



Ascension Press

Dynamic Catholic
Other
None

What texts are used for GRADE 6?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

o RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 7?

o Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

o RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press

e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 8?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press
e Our Sunday Visitor



o Sadlier

e RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press
e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

What texts are used for GRADE 9?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

e RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press
e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

» Not Applicable

What texts are used for GRADE 10?

e Pflaum Publishing
e Loyola Press

e Our Sunday Visitor
o Sadlier

o RCL Benziger

e Ignatius Press

e Ascension Press
e Dynamic Catholic
e Other

e None

e Not Applicable



What languages do you use in your children/youth faith formation? (select
all that apply)

e English

e Spanish

e Portuguese

e Vietnamese

« Haitian-Creole
e Other

What other language do you use in children/youth faith formation?

What day(s) do your religious education classes meet? Please check all
that apply.

e Sunday

e Monday

e Tuesday

o Wednesday
e Thursday

o Friday

e Saturday

Tuition

The following questions will address tuition.

Do you have a flat fee per student for religious education?

e Yes
e No



What is this fee?

Do you offer families with multiple students a discount or scaled fee?

e Yes
e NoO

Please explain.

Are there any additional non-sacramental fees (book, etc.)?

e Yes
e No

Please explain.

Do you have a parent information meeting?

e Yes
e No

Please explain what you discuss.



Special Circumstances

Please answer every question.

Do you allow those not registered in the parish to participate in religious
education?

e Yes
e NoO

Do you require a letter from the pastor of their home parish to participate?

e Yes
e NO

Do you charge a separatel/different fee for non-parishioners?

e Yes
e NO

What is this fee?

Demographic Overview

Note that these questions are for those who register and pay a fee for formation in your parish.
What are the approximate percentage of ethnic background of your children/youth? (optional)

Items should add up to 100. Leave no line blank. Do NOT use % sign.

Native American / Alaskan Indigenous



Black / African American

Asian

Hispanic / Latino

Native Hawaiian / Pacific Islander

White

Sacramental Formation

The following questions will address Sacramental Formation for First Penance, First Holy
Communion, and Confirmation.

Is there a separate enroliment for the Immediate Preparation of a
Sacrament (vs traditional religious education)?

e Yes



e No

Which sacraments have a separate enroliment? Please select all of the
boxes that apply.

e First Penance
e First Holy Communion
e Confirmation

Are there separate meetings for these sacraments?

e Yes
e No

Which sacraments have separate meetings? Please select all of the boxes
that apply.

e First Penance
e First Holy Communion
e Confirmation

How many meetings occur per sacrament? (format: sacrament -- number of

meetings)

What age and grade is First Penance usually received?

What age and grade is First Holy Communion usually received?



What age and grade is Confirmation usually received?

Does the same person coordinate sacramental prep for all three
sacraments?

e Yes
e No

Please list the person’s name and email address (format: name, email
address)

Who coordinates First Penance? Please list the person’s name and email
address (format: name, email address)

Who coordinates First Holy Communion? Please list the person’s name
and email address (format: name, email address)

Who coordinates Confirmation? Please list the person’s name and email
address (format: name, email address)



How do you celebrate First Penance?

o Entire class together
» Class divided (different students at different times)

What time of year do you celebrate First Penance?

How do you celebrate First Holy Communion?

o Entire class together
o Class divided (different students at different times)

What time of year do you celebrate First Holy Communion?

What time of year do you celebrate Confirmation?

e Fall
e Spring

What materials are used for First Penance? Please list the title, author,
publisher, series (format: title, author, publisher, series)

What materials are used for First Holy Communion? Please list the title,
author, publisher, series (format: title, author, publisher, series) (copy)



What materials are used for Confirmation? Please list the title, author,
publisher, series (format: title, author, publisher, series) (copy) (copy)

Do you charge a separate fee for sacramental prep?

e Yes
e No, itis included in the tuition for the traditional religious education classes

What do you charge for First Penance preparation?

What do you charge for First Holy Communion preparation?

What do you charge for Confirmation preparation?

How are parents engaged in formation? Is there a parent meeting and/or
family retreat?



Do you allow those not registered in the parish to participate in
sacramental prep?

e Yes
e No

Do you require the student to have a letter from the pastor of their home
parish to participate?

e Yes
e No

How long is your Confirmation preparation?

Do you require a retreat for Confirmation candidates?

e Yes
e No

What is the duration of the Confirmation retreat?

Who leads the Confirmation retreat?

When does the Confirmation retreat occur in relation to the reception of
Confirmation?



For Confirmation retreats, do you use one speaker again and again that
you would recommend to other parishes?

e Yes
e No

Please provide the name and email address of the speaker.

Is there someone who is in charge of post-Confirmation ministry?

e Yes
e No

Please provide the name and email address of this person.

Does your parish offer ministry opportunities post-Confirmation?

e Yes
e No

What types of ministry opportunities does your parish offer? Please select
all the boxes that apply.

o Classroom
e Small group
o Bible Study



e Service

e Social

e Sports

e Liturgical Involvement
o Lifeteen

e Retreats

e Other

Out of Sequence

The following questions will address students who are out of sequence.

If a child shows up without having participated in formation for some time,
do you have a plan in place to help bring that child to an age-appropriate
level of formation

Communication

The following questions will address communication.

Do you gather feedback from parents and families throughout the year?

e Yes
e No
¢ Only when we receive a complaint

Please explain.



What format do you use to gather this feedback?

What do you use for regular communication?

e Flocknotes

e Campaign Monitor

e MailChimp

e Constant Contact

o Google

e Remind.Com

e ParishSoft

e Our Sunday Visitor (OSV)
e Other

Do you regularly communicate with families involved in religious
education?

e Yes
e No

How frequently?

Weekly

Monthly

When necessary
Other

Who communicates?

o Catechists directly to parents
e DRE to parents
e Pastor to parents



Do you provide any additional resources throughout the year to parents
other than regular communications?

e Yes
e NO

Please explain.

Registration

The following questions will address registration.

How does your parish register students for religious education classes?
Please select that apply.

ParishSoft

LEAD

Our Sunday Visitor (OSV)
Other online platform

On paper

Please explain.

Is registration available on your parish website?

o Yes
e NO



When does registration open?

When does registration close?

Parent Engagement

The following questions will address parent engagement.

Do you have a parent handbook?

e Yes
e No

Is the handbook online, or distributed?

e Online
 Distributed on paper
e Both

Is there an annual parent meeting (outside of sacramental prep)?

e Yes
e No

Is there an annual open house?

e Yes
e No



Children with Special Needs

The following questions will address children with special needs.

How many children/youth do you have in religious education that have an
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or participate in special education
classes at school?

How many children/youth do you have in religious education with physical
disabilities?

Do you have a plan in place if a student enrolls with special needs?

e Yes
e No

What is your plan if a child with special needs (developmentally) enrolls?

What is your plan if a child with special needs (physically) enrolls?

What is your plan if a child with special needs (ADHD) enrolls?



Do you provide any of the following accessibility accommodations? Please
select all that apply.

e Classroom inclusion
e Special sessions

e One-on-one

e Other

e None

Is your facility for religious education handicap?

e Yes
e No

OCIA

The following questions address OCIA.

Does your parish offer a group for those who wish to LEARN MORE about
the Catholic faith?

e Yes
e NO

Does your parish offer a group for those who wish to join the Catholic
Faith?

e Yes
e NO



When does this group meet?

Does this group have an open enrollment? Or does the group only meet at
certain times during the year?

e Open enrollment
e Only meets at certain times during the year

Do you have a parish coordinator for OCIA?

e Yes
e No

Please provide their name and email address.

If an adult Catholic who Parish OCIAis not Confirmed but has received
Baptism and Holy Communion presents him/herself, who forms them?

Parish OCIA
Pastor

Diocese
Other

Adult Faith Formation

The following questions will address Adult Faith Formation



What adult faith formation opportunities exists? Please select all that apply.

e Men's group

e \Women's group

¢ Bible study

o Walking with Purpose
o St. Jerome Bible Study
o Divorce/Separated

e Bereavement

e Other

How is the bible study structured?

e Men only

e Women only

e Men & women combined
e Youth

Please explain.

DRE/CRE/PCL

The following questions will address DRE/CRE/PCL.

What is the status of your DRE/ICRE/PCL?

Full time

Part time

Volunteer
Other



How many hours a week does your DRE/CRE/PCL work?

Is there a job description for the DRE/CRE/PCL position?

e Yes
e NoO

How frequently does the DRE/CRE/PCL meet with the pastor?

LEAD

Have you updated your LEAD biographical information?

e Yes
e No

What is your reaction/response to LEAD?

Would formation about LEAD be helpful?

e Yes
e No

Do you have any questions about LEAD?



e Yes
e NO

What questions do you have?

Email of Interviewee

Please enter the email address of the person being interviewed and who will receive the report. Note
that reports will still be available to all local leaders at this parish via their LEAD account.



